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Transportation is about more than 

asphalt, concrete and steel -- it’s about 

partners and connections 

- - Rodney Slater 

Former U.S. Secretary of Transportation 



Goals for this Presentation 

• Provide Background Information –  

 Kansas Scenic Byways Program 

• Describe New Historic Criteria  

• Present Issues for Discussion 

• Conversation 





Program Purpose 

• Identify scenic resources in Kansas 

• Preserve them 

• Enhance them 

• Promote them 

• Partner with locals 



Considerations for Designation 

• Uniformly scenic throughout length 

• Paved roadway capable of carrying tour 

buses & RVs 

• Provide travelers opportunity to see 

beauty of Kansas 

• Get folks off the beaten path to linger 

longer 

• Grassroots-based community initiative 



Benefits of Designation 

• Partnerships 

• Promotion 

• Preservation 

• Pride 



Designation Process 

• Provide technical assistance to locals 

• Locals nominate route 

• Locals and Clearinghouse evaluate route 

• Locals develop Corridor Management Plan 

• Locals hold  meetings – public and 

landowners 

• KSBC recommends designation  

• Implementation 





Reading the Landscape 

• Visual Impact: minimal, moderate,  high 

• Positive/negative elements 

• Orientation: front, left, right 



Reading the Landscape  

Elements 

• Water and Landform Features 

• Landscape Composition and Effects 

• Vegetation 

• Manmade Structures 

• Land Use Patterns 

• Roadway Characteristics 

• Recreational Amenities 

• Cultural/Historical Amenities 







Interest in Historic Criteria 

Recognition of Rich History of State 

Organizations Interested 

National Byway Ties 

Other  



Process 

• Research Other States Criteria, NTHP and 

Other National Organizations 

• Survey Historic Trails Organizations 

• Develop Principles for Criteria 

• Develop Criteria 

• Present to Organizations 



Principles 

• Identify, Preserve, Enhance and Promote 

• Integrity of Intrinsic Qualities 

• Mirror Scenic Nomination Procedures 

• National, Regional, State Historic 

Significance 

• Visitor Experience 

• Local Support and Commitment 







Criteria 

• Historic Resources 

• Historic Significance – National, Regional 

• Intactness 

• Historic Sense of Place 

• Preserved Historic Features 

• Paved 

• Sufficient Length 



Nomination Process 

• Local Nomination 

• Mile-by-Mile Route Evaluation 

• KSBC Analysis 

• Public Meetings 

• Corridor Management Plan 

• Local Government Support 

• Designation and Implementation 



Issues and Challenges 

• Length of Possible Proposed Routes 

• Public Outreach 

• Historic Route Integrity 

• Continuing Interest and Appeal to Visitors 

• Local Commitment 

• Authentic Experience 

• Strong Sense of Place 

























Questions? 

Comments? 

Conversation? 



Enjoy Driving  

Kansas  Byways! 

Deborah Divine  

Consultant 

785-452-0166 


